**"10 Psrt I— Wed., July 18. 1979 GcS Settles 

! Panel Points to Organized Crime Figures 


! in Final & 


h BY RONALD J. OSTBOW 

Tlmw Stiff Wrltir 

h WASHINGTON-The House As- 
it sassinations Committee, fleshing out 
[ ; its conclusion that a conspiracy prob- 
[- ably lay behind President John F. 
p Kennedy’s assassination. Tuesday 
\t pointed to organized crime figures 
£ and left-wing associates of Lee Har- 
J vey Oswald as possible culprits. 

But in issuing its final report, the 
V committee emphasized the tenuous 
. nature of its evidence and acknowl- 
edged that it “falls considerably 
, short” of the kind that would estab- 
• lish criminal conspiracy. 
t '. -At the same time, the committee 
said the weight of evidence in the 
killing of Martin Luther King “estab- 
•lished the likelihood of a conspiracy” 

♦ in his death. , 

The committee termed “signifi- 
cant” evidence bearing on the com- 
plicity in King’s death of the two 
j brothers nf the convicted assassin, 

, James Earl Ray— John and Jerry 
Ray. " - • • 

$ Its report said the committee be- 
f lieved that word of ah alleged $50,000 
k standing offer to kill King by two 
since-deceased St Louis area busi- 
nessmen had reached Ray before the 
1968 assassination. 

The committee’s 626-page final re- 
port, to be followed by 25 additional 
t volumes of hearing transcripts, staff 
reports and evidence, did not alter the 
conclusions announced by the panel 
last Dec. 30 when it officially went 
out of business. 

Three congressmen on the 12- 
member committee would not go 
along with the conclusion that a sec- 


i on Kennedy 

ond gunman took part in Kennedy’s 
assassination, contending that the 
evidence was insufficient. 

The three— Reps. Samuel L. De- 
vine (R-Ohio), Robert W. Edgar (1- 
Pa.), and Harold S. Sawyer (R-Mich) 
—also rejected the conclusion that 
King died as the result of a conspira- 
cy. 

A fourth member. Rep. Christopher 
J. Dodd (D-Conn.), contended that 
the committee had not pursued the 
Kennedy evidence far enough and 
disassociated himself from naming in- 
dividuals as possible conspirators in 
King’s murder. 

The committee called for the Jus- 
tice Department to review its find- 
ings, analyze some evidence and de- 
cide whether further official investi- 
gation is warranted. 

A Justice Department spokesman. 
Robert J. Havel, said a copy of the fi- 
nal report and the supporting vo- 
lumes had not yet been received by 
- the department “It will be reviewed 
and we will decide what further ac- 
. tionis to be taken,” he said. 

In concluding that Kennedy prob- 
. ably was killed as a result of a con- 
spiracy. the committee rested heavily 
on disputed acoustical evidence that 
two gunmen had fired at Kennedy in 
Dallas on Nov. 22.1963. 

In listing possible culprits in the 
. Kennedy, assassination, the commit- 
tee gave a clean bill of health to the 
Soviet Union, the Cuban government 
and former Teamsters Union Pres- 
ident James R. Hoffa. 

On the basis of available evidence, 
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the committee also said it believed 
that anti-Castro Cuban groups, acting 
as groups, and organized crime as a 
group, were not involved in the Ken- 
nedy assassination. 

But it added that “available 
evidence does not preclude the possi- 
bility that individual members” of 
either |roup “may have been in- 
volved. 

The committee concluded that two 
organized crime leaders. Carlos Mar- 
cello of New Orleans and Santos 
Trafficante, a Mafia chieftain in Flor- 
ida, had the motive, means and op- 
portunity to assassinate Kennedy. 

Oswald, identified by both the 
Warren Commission and the commit- 
tee as the man who fired the fatal 
shots at Kennedy, had ties to orga- 
nized crime, according to the commit- 
tee. So, too. did Jack Ruby, who mur- 
dered Oswald. 

. Nevertheless, the report said, “the 
committee felt compelled to stress 
that knowledge (of organized crime) 
or availability through association 
falls considerably short of the sort of 
evidence that would be necessary to 
establish criminal responsibility for a 
conspiracy in the assassination. 

In analyzing evidence in King’s 
death, the report disputed the com- 
monly held belief that James Earl 
Ray was a virulent racist and con-’ 
eluded instead that he “was a finan- 
cially motivated criminal.” 

The report said that John. Jerry 
and James Ray “consistently at- 
tempted to conceal the true scope of 
their pre- assassination contact with 
each other . . . this conduct could be 
explained by a sense of family loyalty. 


Nevertheless, it also raised the possi- 
bility that pre-assassination contact, 
if revealed, would lead to implication 
in a conspiracy.” 

The committee also noted that 
James Earl Ray had refused to pro- 
vide credible evidence on the subject 
of conspiracy, despite an offer of 
assistance from the Justice Depart- 
ment “His self-sacrifical posture was 
possibly explained as an effort to 
protect his brother.” the report said. 

Despite what the committee de- 
scribed as an “exhaustive and far- 
reaching field investigation," investi- 
gators were unable to identify signifi- 
cant associates of James Earl Ray 
other than his two brothers. 




